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Biography 
Henry L. Roediger, III 

 
 Henry L. Roediger, III is the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University 
Professor at Washington University in St. Louis.  He was born in Roanoke, Virginia, 
immediately nicknamed Roddy, and spent most of his youth in Danville, Virginia.  He 
graduated as valedictorian and commander of the corps of cadets from Riverside Military 
Academy in Gainesville, Georgia in 1965 and then attended Washington & Lee 
University in Lexington, Virginia, graduating magna cum laudae with a B.A in 
Psychology in 1969.  He worked primarily with David G. Elmes as an undergraduate and 
they published several papers (and, later, two books) together.  Roediger went on to 
graduate school at Yale University, working primarily with Robert Crowder and Endel 
Tulving, and received his Ph.D. in 1973. 
 
 Roediger became an assistant professor at Purdue University in 1973 and spent 
fifteen very good years on the faculty there, except for three years as visiting professor at 
the University of Toronto (1976-1978; 1981-1982).  In 1988 he was appointed Lynette S. 
Autrey Professor of Psychology at Rice University, and he spent eight profitable years in 
Houston.  In 1996 he left for Washington University in St. Louis, where he became Chair 
of the Department of Psychology until stepping down in 2004.  That same year he was 
appointed Dean of Academic Planning in Arts and Sciences, a position he held to 2010. 
 
 Roediger’s research has centered on human learning and memory and he has 
published on many different topics within this area. He has published over 200 articles 
and chapters on various aspects of memory.  His research interests over the years have 
included the effectiveness of retrieval cues in reviving memories; the use and 
effectiveness of mnemonic devices; cases of spontaneous remembering (reminiscence 
and hypermnesia); inhibitory processes in retrieval; dissociations between implicit and 
explicit measures of memory; factors responsible for memory illusions and false 
memories; aging and the arousal of illusory memories; applications of principles derived 
from cognitive psychology to improving education; collective and historical memory; and 
metaphors and theories used to explain memory and mental processes.  His research has 
been supported by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, the 
Air Force Office of Scientific Research, the Organization for Research and Development, 
the National Institute of Aging, the National Science Foundation, the Institute of 
Education Sciences, and the James S. McDonnell Foundation.   
 
 Dr. Roediger has served many journals in an editorial capacity.  He was editor of 
the Journal of Experimental Psychology:  Learning, Memory and Cognition from 1985-
1989 and was its associate editor from 1981-1984.  He was founding editor of 
Psychonomic Bulletin & Review (1994-1998).  Roediger currently serves as consulting 
editor for 10 journals:  the American Journal of Psychology; Current Directions in 
Psychological Science; Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory and 
Cognition; Journal of Memory and Language; Journal of Experimental Psychology: 
General; Memory; Memory & Cognition; Perspectives on Psychological Science; 
Psychonomic Bulletin & Review; and Psychological Science in the Public Interest.  He 
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has served on several other boards in the past. In addition, Roediger served as Associate 
Editor for the Encyclopedia of Learning and Memory and a senior editor for the 
American Psychological Association/Oxford University Press Encyclopedia of 
Psychology, published in 2000.  
 
 Over the years Dr. Roediger has co-authored three textbooks that have been 
through a combined 22 editions. Psychology, an introductory textbook, went through 4 
editions (last one in 1996). Experimental Psychology: Understanding Psychological 
Research is in its 9th edition (2009), and Research Methods in Psychology is in press is 
also in its 9th edition.  In addition, Roediger co-edited Varieties of Memory and 
Consciousness:  Essays in Honour of Endel Tulving (1989), Perspectives on Human 
Memory and Cognitive Aging: Essays in Honour of Fergus Craik (2001), The 
Nature of Remembering: Essays in Honor of Robert G. Crowder (2002), The 
Compleat Academic: A Career Guide (2004), Critical Thinking in Psychology 
(2007), and Science of Memory: Concepts (2007). In 2008, he edited Cognitive 
Psychology of Memory, which is Volume 2 of the 4-volume set Learning and 
Memory: A Comprehensive Reference.   
 
 Dr. Roediger was President of the American Psychological Society (now the 
Association for Psychological Science) in 2003-2004. APS is the largest psychological 
organization dedicated to scientific psychology.  Previously, he was elected to the 
Governing Board of the Psychonomic Society (1986-1991) and served as its Chair in 
1989-1990. The Psychonomic Society is the leading organization of 
experimental/cognitive psychologists. He was also President of the Midwestern 
Psychological Association (1992-1993), as well as the Experimental Psychology Division 
of the American Psychological Association.  
 
 Roediger is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Psychological 
Association, the American Psychological Society, and the Canadian Psychological 
Association. In 1994-1995 he held a Guggenheim Fellowship.  Roediger was elected a 
member of the Society of Experimental Psychologists in 1994, and he received the 
Howard Crosby Warren Medal from SEP for his work on illusory memories. In 2008 he 
received the Arthur Holley Compton Faculty Achievement Award from Washington 
University.  
 
 In 2004, Roediger received a Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa from 
Purdue University, and colleagues and former students held a festschrift in his honor. The 
proceedings of the papers resulted in the volume, Foundations of Remembering: 
Essays in Honor of Henry L. Roediger, III, edited by James S. Nairne.  
 
 According to a 1996 study by the Institute of Scientific Information, Roediger’s 
papers had the greatest impact (measured by their average number of citations) in the 
field of Psychology for the five-year period from 1990-1994. In 2005 he was named to 
the Institute of Scientific Information’s list of Highly Cited Researchers in Psychology 
and Psychiatry.     


